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Planned Giving
Through the Oak Legacy

Make a commitment as part of your estate, and you’ll
become a member of The Oak Legacy.  By planting the
seeds, you will provide the resources needed for the
success of our ongoing land conservation efforts.

Like the mighty oak that starts as a small acorn, your
gift over time will grow.  The Southwest Michigan Land
Conservancy invites you to give a lasting gift and join
with other visionary members of The Oak Legacy.  By
acting together, we can choose to leave a healthy for-
est for our children and their children to enjoy.

Southwest Michigan
Land Conservancy

Once It’s Gone,

It’s Gone

Forever

Once It’s Gone, 

It’s Gone

Forever
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HHooww YYoouu CCaann PPrrootteecctt LLaanndd

You can protect land in southwest Michigan
with lifetime gifts or gifts through your estate.
Some options for giving are:

Cash
Life insurance
Marketable securities
Real property or development rights
Personal property
Retirement accounts
Charitable gift annuities
Charitable remainder trusts
Donor-advised funds
Wills
Trusts

Thoughtful planning on your part can:
•  Provide major tax savings today.
•  Ensure financial security for your

family in the future.
•  Yield substantial gifts for your

preferred nonprofit organization
in perpetuity.

By making a planned gift to the Southwest
Michigan Land Conservancy, you will help to
ensure that we carry out our primary mission
of protecting land.

CCoommmmiitt ttooddaayy
ttoo pprrootteecctt tthhee ffuuttuurrEE..

OOnnccee iitt’’ss GGoonnee,,
IItt’’ss GGoonnee FFoorreevveerr..

HHooww ttoo jjooiinn 
TThhee OOaakk LLeeggaaccyy

To join The Oak Legacy, notify the SWMLC
office of your intended gift personally or
through your attorney.  The details of your plan
are always treated confidentially.  While you
may remain anonymous, we hope that you will
let us honor you publicly by listing your name
with the other Oak Legacy members.  And, as a
member, you will receive a Certificate of
Recognition acknowledging your gift.

Please let us honor you by including you as a
member of The Oak Legacy.  

Periodically, SWMLC will arrange a special
tour or program for you and the other Oak
Legacy members.

For additional information, please contact:  

George U. Wise, Development Director
or

Peter D. Ter Louw, Executive Director
Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy
6851 S. Sprinkle Road
Portage MI 49002

Telephone:  (269) 324-1600
Fax:  (269) 324-9760
E-mail:  ConserveLand@SWMLC.org
Website:  www.SWMLC.org

TThhee OOaakk LLeeggaaccyy
PPllaannnneedd GGiivviinngg OOppttiioonnss

WWhhyy tthhee OOaakk??

Oaks are largely long-lived trees that graced
our pre-settlement savannas, uplands, and 
even bottomlands.  The oak produces one 
of the larger tree seeds, yet the acorn is very
small in comparison to what it becomes:  a
giant over centuries.

Estate gifts, too, can become giant sources 
of revenue over time for Southwest Michigan
Land Conservancy’s (SWMLC) perpetual
mission of land protection and land 
stewardship.

WWhhaatt nneexxtt??

Your decision to make a planned gift should
be discussed with an experienced professional
— such as an attorney, accountant or finan-
cial advisor — for maximum benefit to you
and your heirs.

A representative from SWMLC is available 
to work with you and your advisor(s) on a
planned gift program that works for you.


